Myra Ball Yates

December 21, 1949 - April 9, 2025

Myra Ball Yates, was born in Rome, GA on December 21st. She faced the
passing of her Father as a teenager, moved to a Gadsden, graduated from
Emma Samson High School, met the love of her life, got married, and had one
child. She started working dispatch for the Morgan County Sheriff's Office in
the early 70’s. Through hard work and dedication, she worked her way up to
become the first female investigator for the Morgan County Sheriff's
Department. She spent her entire career doing her best to protect children
who were victims of sexual, mental, physical, and emotional abuse. She was
a trailblazer in her occupation by accomplishing the unheard of and became
the first female to serve as Captain of the department. She served her
community until she retired in 2008 as Captain. She was a member of BPOE
Elks Lodge Decatur #655, Emblem Club of Decatur Lodge #127, and the
F.O.P Decatur Lodge #46. She developed a vascular collapse in her hip that
caused her first hip replacement at the age of 47, then her 2nd the following
year. She developed osteoporosis, which progressively got worse, causing
her pelvic and hip area to dissolve slowly. Over the last decade, things
developed for the worse quickly. She faced numerous medical issues
including more than 10 hip surgeries, broke her right femur four times,
developed several staph infections, osteoarthritis, debilitating anxiety, and a
blood clot. Each time, her ability to care for herself became less and less. She
faced it all head on with the will and determination of her days fighting for
those children. Her body finally gave up on 4/9/2025. So many people helped



care for her. | want to specifically thank Dr Rodney Harney (retired), Dr Griffin,
Candice, and Kyle, the office and staff at TOC in Huntsville, Cullman Health
and Rehabilitation, specifically Taylor, Stacy, Brent, and Sonya, Affinity
Hospice, all our family, and friends. She is finally healed.

She's survived by her daughter, Amy Herndon (Judd), her grandchildren,
Michael Ann Pike (Riley), Jake Blackburn (Anna), honorary daughter, Lori
Hammack, honorary grandson, Seth, sister Nancy, and many nieces and
nephews. She's preceded in death by her father, Earl Ball, mother, Dimple
Ball, sisters, Earlene, Toni, Terry, Jaye, brothers Jack, and Joe.

In lieu of flowers, I'm asking you to donate to the Child Advocacy Center in
Decatur, AL, so more children can be helped in her honor. | would greatly
appreciate donations of any amount, no matter how small to honor my mom’s
work. https://morgancountycac.square.site/

Celebration of life is April 27th at 2pm at Shelton funeral home in Decatur.

Please wear your most colorful, sparkling attire as that's mom!!



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

APR 27.2:00 PM (CT)

Shelton Funeral Home

2105 Beltline Road SW

Decatur, AL 35601

(256) 353-1620
https://www.sheltonfuneralhome.net/


https://www.sheltonfuneralhome.net/

Tribute Wall

She and mom were the greatest friends She was luke a second
mom to me She was such a wonderful supportive person with my
mom Amy she is so proud of you And What a Blessing she was to
me and mom

Suzette Hughes - April 20, 2025 at 10:26 PM

I am Myra's daughter Amy, and | am asking for donations to the
Children's Advocacy Center in Decatur, AL instead of plants or
flowers. You can click the link below to donate. | feel this is the best
way to honor her and her work fighting for those sweet children's
justice! https://morgancountycac.square.site/

Amy Yates Herndon - April 14, 2025 at 04:51 PM

Myra was a sister of mine in Decatur Emblem ]
Club 127. We have had lots of wonderful

nights together at Elks Lodge 655. We have .

traveled lots of miles together over the years. u
| always enjoy my talks with Myra when | was

lending a helping hand.

Sleep my sister Sleep. RIP
Denise Collins

Denise Collins - April 12, 2025 at 10:51 PM


https://morgancountycac.square.site/

| am so very sorry to hear of Myra's passing. "
We worked together for years when she

oversaw the operation of the Morgan County |
Jail. During a couple particular years, | spent u
more time with Myra than | did with my co-

workers or even my family. She was smart, funny, and creative.
Each time | interacted with Myra, | found myself all the better for
having been in her presence. We continued to interact after she
retired and | considered a friend. | will hold those memories dear in
my heart and will carry her with me.

Aubrie Kavanaugh - April 11, 2025 at 10:19 AM
A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Myra Ball Yates.

April 10, 2025 at 06:54 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Mpyra Ball Yates.

April 10, 2025 at 06:54 PM


https://www.sheltonfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sheltonfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

