
Peter Webster Willits
December 17, 1933 - January 3, 2025

Peter Webster Willits, a longtime resident of Leawood, Kansas and most
recently Decatur, Alabama, passed away on January 3, 2025, at Decatur-
Morgan Hospital. 

Peter was born in Kansas City, Missouri on December 17, 1933, the son of Dr.
Lyle G. Willits and Laura Willits. He was educated at Pembroke Day School in
Kansas City, followed by the University of Kansas and Northwestern
University, where he graduated and was a member of Phi Kappa Psi fraternity.
Peter was a Vietnam vet having served 17.5 years in the United States Navy
after graduating Officer Candidate School in Newport, Rhode Island. His
illustrious Naval career began with Naval Special Warfare, Coronado, CA
where he graduated BUDS training in 1959, becoming a “frogman” assigned
to UDT team 11 (becoming SEAL Team 5). Throughout his naval career, Peter
was assigned to many duties that include, Under Water Demolition Unit
officer, MAAG-Vietnam (Military Assistance Advisory Group) officer assigned
to train Vietnamese Frogmen/SEALs, Defense Intelligence Agency,
Commanding Officer of Naval Underwater Swimmers School, MACVSOG,
and MACV protocol officer to Commander in Chief-Pacific. Peter concluded
his naval career in 1973 at the rank of Lieutenant Commander. He began his
second and lengthy career with the US Postal Service in Kansas City, until he
retired in 2022, at the young age of 88. 



Peter is survived by his three children, Lyle Carter Willits, and his wife,
Theresa Patterson Willits of Decatur, Alabama, Christopher Peter Willits and
his wife, Andrea Lessani-Willits, of Half Moon Bay, California and Philip Scott
Willits of Kansas City, Kansas. He also leaves 5 grandchildren, Megan Boston
and Sara Willits of Trinity, Alabama, Paige Willits of Decatur, Alabama and
Madeleine and Adam Willits of Half Moon Bay, California. Additionally, he
leaves behind 3 great-grandchildren: Carter Boston, Grant Barfield and Abigail
Barfield. 

 

He was preceded in death by his parents and older brothers, Lyle (Bill) Willits
of Bermuda, Robert W. Willits of Kansas City, Missouri and Charles R. Willits
of North Palm Beach, Florida. 

 

A funeral service celebrating the life of Peter Willits will be held on January 19,
2025, at 2:00 pm. Visitation will precede the service from 1:00 pm until 2:00
pm. at Shelton Funeral Home, 2105 Beltline Road SW, Decatur, Alabama
35601.



Cemetery Details

Midway Memorial Gardens

3740 Co Rd 434
Moulton, AL 35650-8013
(256) 974-9449

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 19. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Shelton Funeral Home Chapel
2105 Beltline Road SW
Decatur, AL 35601

Funeral Service

JAN 19. 2:00 PM (CT)

Shelton Funeral Home Chapel
2105 Beltline Road SW
Decatur, AL 35601

Interment

JAN 19 (CT)

Midway Memorial Gardens
3740 Co Rd 434
Moulton, AL 35650-8013
(256) 974-9449
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Janice Smith - September 29, 2025 at 03:41 PM

I was sorry to just hear of Pete's passing. I worked with him at the
USPS and he loved his job. He enjoyed visiting with his customers
and co-workers. Pete was a joy to work with and he never met a
stranger. He will be missed.

Christopher Calcara - January 16, 2025 at 06:54 AM

I did not know Peter but his father was our family doctor, whose kind
and gentle bedside manner I clearly remember as a child, especially
as it was administered to my grandfather with MS. My condolences.

EJ
Ernie Jones - January 31, 2025 at 12:48 AM

We’ll miss ya Pete. You were a good man and a good friend.


